Since there has been so much media hype
surrpunding mold, prospeclive home buyers
want a home that has been mold inspected.
Mold sampling has become a standard
practice during a home inspection. You
should not buy a home with mald, sell a home
with mald or live in a home with mold.
A MOLD inspection Is your first line of defense!

T Find auat if mold is a peoblem in your bome, you MUST
Fave a mold inspection conducted by your inspector.

Visual Imgpection: A wisual inspection is the initl slep in
ifentitying possibia contamination probiems. I wil identify
arrg wisible water leaks or moisture staing on clings, walls,
fizors or undzr counters. The air condilioning and heating
systems, the attic and crand spaces under homes will receive
a visual ingpection as well. The use of equipment, such 25 a
boroscope, 10 view Spaces in ductwark or behind walls, and
maisture meters are used to help Kantify hidden sources of
mald gravith and tha extent of the water damane, KMald
samplirg will b recommended il than is any neticeable mald
grawih, musty odors, visible water damage or stains, poorly
maintained HVAD sysiems or construction defects. By
combining a wvispal inspection with air, tape or swahb
sampling, the Inspector can help identdy the Medden sounse of
mald, dllergens and indoor poilutants and the extant of any
acute or chronis water or moisiure damage

Air Sampling: The purpose of air sampling is 1o determing
the type and amount of airbame contamination in a building.
Air sampling may be necessary if the presence of mold,
allergens ar ioming is suspedted {eq. mushy odars, allerges)
buf cannol be identified by a wiswal mspecton. When air
sampling is performed, bath 1he Endoeor air and oudoar air
are sampled, 50 the results ¢an be compared 10 see if a
prablem axisle. Typicalky, the mdear sample is taken while the
heating andfor air condifioning unil i operating; this will
ersuee the interiar air is effestively lesied

Tape/Swab Sampling: Tape/Swab samples are usually
collected from visible moldy surfaces by wiping 1he area wilh
a sterie swab, This type of sampling is vsed to identify
specilic mold bypss,

Recommendations and Laboratory Besults: Once e home has
2 visud inspaciion and the mold droumstance evaluzied, action
can be planmed 1o clasn it pp and pravent fuhae contamination,
Basad upom sta salualicns and samping BB anabeses resuks,
YOUT inspecior can provide a detaded wiitien report hat can be
irsad for disclosure and referencas, In 21 situations, if mold
inists, B undirkring s of the waler darmagg it be cormectd,

Mok, Ieralhy & groeving concen, Matiarg! media atlentian has
alaried the public 0 the destructive and possibly fod dangers
af hidden mold spores that could affect ther family's health and
‘hEir homes. EFA swdies indicate that air levels of indoor
polutanss ey be Swo to 1hree times highar than auldoar levels,
W0, the most dangerous affender of all, often oS undetetied
because of s invisibiling, Mest people spend as much as 905
af their fima indoars and are ol eare of the haalth hazards
created by i pallutarn, Yo awe it 00 youreei 10 ramirmze your
exposure to mold spares in the indoor enaronment. 18st 1or
micd today!

How can someone

be exposed to MOLD?

There are saveral ways you can become expased to mold;

= Braathing in the Spones froom e aa
= Skin contact from hendling an itern that has mold groving on it
= Eating without propery washing your hands after handiing rokdy ohjcts.

Gan MOLD cause

health problems?

Mold hag the potential o cause heatih problems and aven make
& home uninhabitable. However, everyone 15 affactad differantly
when in contact with mold. The mold that may not bother the
seller may severely atfect the buyer, Some mald can produgs
alergens, iniants and, in ome cases, pabentially bowic chermical
substances known & myoatoxing. People wha ane sensitive znd
expased (0 mycatexing can become ill, Allergic reacticns 1o
mokl ang comman, They can be immedate or delayed. Feople
diagnosed with allenyies and asthma miy be veny sensitive b mokd,
Mold can cawse asthma atiacks, (thers at risk may includs; infants,
childeen, the eldady, immung compromized patients, pregram
swimien ard individuals siilb existing respirabory conditions,

With exposure, even insmall amounts, mold may cause;

= [lching or rrrtation ol 1he nose, eyes, el or 53N
+ ystenious skin rashes

+ Sinus infections or congestion / sinusits (runmy nosz)
+ Respirtons proflems (sneeging 2nd coughing)

+ Liper o Boneer reSpiraeony nachons

* Fafgue

* Frequent headaches

= Troublie conceniating, memonys lEpses, confution
= Mood swings, andety. depression

* Chronic aches and peins

* Digestiva problems

Resources

Facts About Mold!
MY Dapt of Health

Mold Allergy

hitpe s nizid.nib.gevpubications/allzrgens

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

sture amd Your Home

"The Professionals Chofee For Emvironmental Testing™

For mesre informatio Ir near you call

Where is MOLD found
in the home?

Mold ¢can be found in several areas in the home
environment. It appears most often in moist areas as
little black circles or thread-like white objects. I is
psually accompanied with a musty-type odor.
Dutdoors, mold plays a matural part in the
emvironment by breaking down dead arganic matter
such as dead trees or fallen leaves. Mold reproduces
by means of microscopic spores; the spores are
invisible ko the naked eyve and fleat through the indogr
and outdoor air, Mold begins to grow indoors when
mold spores land on surfaces that are wet or damp.
Maold will not grow without water or moisture.
Therefora, it is important to dry water-damaged areas
and items within 24-48 hours to prevent mald growth,

Sorme examples of places wihere mold can be found
ingicle the home ingliede:

* Basemenis, kilchens [bottom of iridge),
around bathroom vanities, washer/dryer araa.
* The underside of carpels and pads
* The sudace of walls behind fornilure
(where condensation forms)
= Ceilings and the 1op side of ceiling tiles
* Front and back side of dry wall, wall paper or paneling
= |nside HVAC systems and duct work
+ Clolhing
+ Food

How can | reduce or eliminate
MOLD inside my home?

It is impossible to completely efiminate all mold and mold
spares indoors, Mold will abways be found foating in the air
and in house dust. Indaor mpld geowth can be provantsd by
controdling weater and maoisture indoors.  The follesing may
peevent or reduce indoar mald growdh;

= Rapair &y waber laaky

* Prowide good air circulation

* All HVAC sysiems shauld have a pood electrostatic filter
it e retum

= |k5a Pathirodm, kibchen and Bundny room iaxhaus! s

* [nsuiate and ventilate atlic znd crawd space areas

*Clean, dry or remowe items that are damaged by watar
irnamedizlehy,

Real Estate Deals DO NOT Need To Be Broken!

If the home you are thinking about perchasing has mold, do
not panie! You can eemced uneseal maold leeals from the
farme, and Brirg i1 Back b tha ongiral conditian,

MOTE: If there 15 modd groth in your hame, yau msst clean
up the mold and fx the water problem. 1 youw clean the meld,
but da red i the water probler, the mcid will grow Back

If the contarminated an involvad s veny [ige. you may wish
10 consdder hiring a professional, Check with you realtor or
home inspectar for 2 qualified company or o2 PRO-LAR ™
at 00-437-0550.,

Clearance Testing: The most important part of the
ramediation (Clzan Up Frocess) process is the clezrance
festing. This final testing procedure prosides conlirration
that the project has been satistactarily remediated and that
the contamination kas not spread to other aress



